Below, the artist has etched into the copper in his own handwriting three heroic couplets, in which Fox's supposed lunacy is attributed to the disappointment of excessive ambition: Dazzled etching. Rowlandson portrays John Monro using a quizzing-glass20 in order to diagnose incurable insanity in Charles James Fox. But in our only written record of a professional encounter between Monro and a lunatic, there is no mention of visual examination. Rather, Monro conversed with his patient with the evident intention of allowing him to reveal his state of mind: "they addressed one another in a complaisant way", "they talked together in a familiar manner", "they conversed together in a very friendly manner".2' In such a situation the quizzing-glass would have revealed nothing. But in the viewing-rooms at Christie's or Sotheby's, or at Greenwood's candle-lit auctions, elderly connoisseurs such as Dr Monro would certainly use a quizzing-glass when inspecting the fine gravure of an admired (or a suspect) impression. Matthew Darly had already engraved such a scene in 1771 (Fig. 3) 
